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Ten Explorers: Roald Amundsen 50-51
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Roald Amundsen

September 9th, 1910. The 19-man crew of the Fram relaxed
as their ship lay docked at the Atlantic island of Madeira.

The weather was warm, in contrast to the ship’s destination —
deep into the Arctic Circle to conduct a scientific survey.

The crack crew, mainly Norwegian and including many W .
veterans of polar voyages, were suddenly called on deck. NS R 2N <Y &
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As a medical student, Amundsen neglected

his work in order to prepare for life as a polar

explorer. He toughened himself up by skiing i

across country for many hours without sleep. . The Gjoa navigates through the ice of the
Arctic Circle. Having found a route through
the Northwest Passage, Amundsen left his
ship at Herschel Island and skied around
800km to Eagle City to send a telegram

with news of the expedition’s success.
Amundsen had been planning the expedition

to Antarctica for a year, ever since hearing the
devastating news that American explorer Robert
Peary claimed to have reached the North Pole.
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